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Welcome to Year 7 at the Royal Alexandra and Albert School

Joining Year 7 will be a big change.  Whether you were at the School already, 
or in Year 6 at another school, you will notice many differences when you join 
the Senior School at the Royal Alexandra and Albert School.  

One of the big differences between this school and other schools is boarding.  
We have pupils who are Full Boarders who stay at the school during term 
time, and others who are Flexi Boarders who stay overnight 7‐10 nights a 
year.  All pupils have a boarding house where they go when they are not in 
lessons or attending activities.  

Another big change will be having different teachers for each subject.  You 
will have lessons in different locations around the school site, and some of 
the lessons take place in classrooms in the boarding houses. The computer 
rooms in the boarding houses are used as classrooms during the day and 
prep rooms in the evening.  Prep is what we call homework.  

Whilst there will be many things that are new, you should find it easy to 
settle in because you will have lots of new friends.  We have pupils joining 
the school from all over the world and from many different schools, as well 
as the pupils moving up from Year 6 at this school.  There are plenty of staff 
on hand to help you find your way and answer any questions you might have.  

When you join the School we do expect to you work hard in class, but we also 
expect you to make the most of the opportunities outside the classroom.  
There are many different activities you can try including horse riding, scuba 
diving, music, sport, crafts and many more.  You will be able to sign up to 
activities shortly after you start school.  

I hope you have a lovely summer holiday and I look forward to meeting you 
in September.

Miss Pearson
Head of Year 7



Staff 

We have many staff at the School but here are some of the people you will 
probably meet when you first start school in September.

Mr Dixon
Headmaster

Mr Brown 
Head of 
Middle 
School 
(Years 7‐9)

Mr Boyce
Chaplain

Mrs Greer
Director of 
Inclusion

Mrs Newey
Health 
Centre 
Manager

Mrs Pradas
Receptionist 



Year 7 Tutors

You will be allocated to a Tutor Group with around 27 other pupils.  Each 
morning you will meet with your tutor before going to lessons.  Here are the 
tutors for Year 7 in September.  

Miss 
Clements
Cover 
Supervisor

Mrs Dixon
Teacher of 
Religious 
Studies

Mr Mansfield
Teacher of 
French

Miss Newton
Director of 
Music

Ms Lane
Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages

Year 7 Curriculum
Here is a list of the subjects you will study in Year 7 and the number of 
lessons you will have each week.

No. lessons No. lessons
Art 2 Maths 4
Computing 1 Music 1
Drama 1 Physical Education 2
English 4 PSCHE 1
PE Games 2 Religious Studies 1
Geography 2 Science 4
History 2 Tech 2
Languages 4 Tutor 1



Boarding Houses

You will be in one of these boarding houses. 

Girls’ Houses Boys’ Houses
Miss 
Gladstone
Head of 
Alexandra 
House

Mr Maddox 
Head of Albert
House

Mrs Love
Head of 
Cornwall
House

Mr Dyson
Head of Edinburgh
House

Mrs Beer
Head of 
Elizabeth
House

Mr Maynard
Head of Gloucester
House

Mr Mayhew
Head of Kent
House

There are two other boarding houses:
• Gatton Hall for Sixth Form
• Rank Weston House for Junior boarders Year 3‐6



A Typical Day

7.00 Wake up
7.25 ‐ 8.15 Breakfast
8.30 ‐ 8.35 Registration
8.35 ‐ 8.50 Chapel / Assembly
8.55 10.40 Lesson 1 and 2
10.40 ‐ 11.00 Break Time
11.00 12.45 Lesson 3 and 4
12.45 ‐ 1.50 Lunch time 
1.50 3.35 Lesson 5 and 6
3.35 Return to Houses
4.00 ‐ 5.00 Activities
5.00 ‐ 6.20 Tea
6.20 Prep/Activities/sports/leisure time followed by bedtime

Food

Here’s a sample menu of food in the Dining Room 
All pupils have a hot lunch in the Dining Room so there is no need to bring a 
packed lunch.
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School History

The Orphan Working School was founded in 1758 by fourteen men following 
a meeting at the George Tavern in London led by Edward Pickard, a 
Presbyterian Minister.  The school opened with 20 boys in Hoxton, London in 
1760.   14 girls were admitted in 1761 before the School moved to larger, 
purpose built premises in City Road, London in 1774.  There was a move to 
Haverstock Hill in North London in 1847.

In 1865 the Alexandra Orphanage for infants opened and a few years later 
moved to new premises in Hornsey Rise, London.  The Orphanage took 
infants until they were old enough to be accepted into the Orphan Working 
School.  The two institutions subsequently joined together in 1876 to become 
the 'Orphan Working School and Alexandra Orphanage' with 540 children 
ranging in age from 0 to 14 years. In 1923 the School changed its name to
Alexandra Orphanage.

In August 1939, with war imminent, the infants and juniors moved to 
Woodham Place, at Horsell Common, near Woking, in Surrey.  On 1st 
September, senior children and staff were evacuated to live with families in 
the Bedford area. During the Second World War pupils moved to a number 
of sites in the south of England.  In 1944 The Alexandra Orphanage was 
renamed the Royal Alexandra School.

The Orphan 
Working 
School 1758



 
The other part of the school was known as the Royal Albert Orphan Asylum. 
It opened in 1864 and was situated in Collingwood Court, Bagshot, near 
Camberley in Surrey.  There were 51 boys and 49 girls when it opened.  In 
1904 it was decided that only boys would be admitted and the last girls left in 
1906. 
 
In 1912 The Royal Albert Orphan Asylum was renamed the Royal Albert 
Orphanage. The name changed again in 1941 when it became known as the 
Royal Albert School. 
 
The two schools, the Royal Alexandra Orphanage and the Royal Albert School 
joined together in Gatton Park, just after the Second World War. Over the 
years the Royal Alexandra and Albert School evolved from an orphanage to a 
state boarding school. 
 
The School's foundation still supports around 100 children whose home 
circumstances make a boarding education desirable. 
 

 
 







Take ownership of our lives 

Respect ourselves, others  
and the environment 

Aspire and persevere 

Be courageous and honest 

Contribute to our community  
and to society
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At Gatton we aim to: 


