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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 

“There are no short cuts to any place worth going” 

- Beverly Sills 
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WHOLE SCHOOL 
 

 

Chaplain’s 400 
   

The Parable of the Prodigal Son is among the most famous stories from Jesus of 
Nazareth.  It was told in front of Jesus’ enemies and the wider public who followed 
him. A father has two sons. The younger boy requests his inheritance in advance of 
his father’s death. The father, incredibly, agrees. After wasting this fortune, the 
younger boy starves during a famine. He becomes so poor, he longs to eat food 
given to pigs, animals unclean to Jews and others. He decides to go home, repent 
and beg his father to give him a job with other waged employees. He assumes, after 
his disgraceful behaviour, that all relationship with his father is at an end. 
 

The father sees him coming on the road. The implication is that the father has 
grieved, waited and watched for this day. He runs to meet his child, still walking, far 
off on the road. He welcomes him back as his son. He holds a feast, killing a fattened 
calf reserved for a special occasion. 
 

There is another, older son. He is outraged. He refuses to go to the party. He wants 
nothing to do with this brother. The father therefore goes out to this son as well. The 
brother shouts that everything is so unfair. In all the time he has worked for his dad, 
he never disobeyed him, did everything right, yet was never given even a goat to 
celebrate with his friends. The father reminds him that he is indeed the loyal one, 
now everything will belong to him. But it is right to celebrate the return of a boy, who, 
having lost all financial assets, is truly found in the things which count most. 
 

There is a Buddhist version with a further twist to this tale. In a Mahanayan story, the 
boy is away so long, and returns so changed, that he does not recognise his father 
as the rich landowner. The father, deeply moved and shocked, sees this, and 
restrains his natural welcome. His manager gives the boy the lowest job on the 
estate. Over succeeding months, the boy steadily rehabilitates himself, as, from afar, 
the father steadily promotes him upward. Finally, with the boy managing most of his 
business, the father reveals himself, and there is moving reunion and joy. 
 

The Prodigal Son is not a far-fetched tale from agriculture in first century Israel. To 
consider the twists and turns of two sons and a father is to understand emotions 
constantly present in many families. Above all, in this Jubilee Year of Mercy, it is to 
probe what Graham Greene called ‘the appalling strangeness of the mercy of God’. 
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Tennis 

 

We will be starting Tennis clubs after Easter – there will also 

be the opportunity of coaching on a Monday (£30/hr Level 4 

Coach) or Friday (20/hr Level 2 Coach) possibly Tuesday 

(£20/ph – Level 2 Coach).  Please could you let me know if 

you are interested asap so I can confirm how many coaches 

we need.  

 

Wimbledon 

We have been lucky enough to get tickets in the ballot for 

Centre Court / No1 Court for Day 4 – 30th June.  These are 

available on Wisepay on a first come basis at a cost of £50 

each and includes travel. 

 

 Thank you from the Friends of RAAS     

Mother’s Day Gift Sale - £183 raised! 
We are always happy to receive any unwanted gift donations throughout the year – 
please leave at Reception   
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Drama Department News: 

 

Upcoming Drama Department performances –  

 

Friday 18th March 7pm 

Y7 Shadow puppetry performance 

Curricular workshare 

Open to all 

Space is limited, so booking is essential 

 

Monday 21st March 7pm 

Fight Night 

KS4 Stage combat performance 

Open to all 

Booking recommended 

 

Tuesday 22nd March 4pm 

Y10 GCSE Drama Unit 2 performance mock exam 

Open to Y8 upwards 

Booking essential 

 

All performances are free to attend with a closing collection in aid of RAAS Drama. 

Email: oliphillips@gatton-park.org.uk to book 

 

Gatton’s Got Talent 
 

Unfortunately Gatton’s Got Talent has had to be temporarily postponed. Alternative date 

to be confirmed. 

 

Apologies for any inconvenience this may have caused. 

mailto:oliphillips@gatton-park.org.uk
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Partnership with Parents 
 

 
These are meetings to discuss matters of RAAS interest. The 
next will be on Saturday 19 March.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HERE’S WHAT’S GOING ON OVER THE COMING WEEK… 
 

 Sat 12 March 
 

JRC Global Buffet, Croydon 
 

  

Sat 12 March  
 

London Theatre trip: Woman In Black     

Sun 13 March  
 

Bond in Motion and Covent Garden  
 

 

Sun 13 March  
 

Ice Skating – Spectrum, Guildford  

  
 
 

TRIPS AVAILABLE ON WISEPAY    
 

 

2016    

Sat 16 April  Rugby – Wembley Stadium 
Saracens v Harlequins  
 

£16  (under 16 with coach) 
£30 (over 16 with coach) 
£16 (under 16 NO coach) 
£30 (over 16 NO coach) 

 
 

ALL  

Sun 24 April  
 

Thorpe Park  £29.95 Boarders Y 8 – 13 
(except Silver DofE due 
to refresher course this 
weekend)  
 

Sun 24 April  
 

Rollerskating at RAAS £5.00 All (except Silver DofE 
due to refresher course 
this weekend) 

Fri 29 April  Go-Karting Surbiton Raceway  
 

£25.00 
£30.00 

Years 7 & 8 cadet track 
Years 9 – 13 main track  
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Sun 1 May  
 

Tower Bridge Experience & 
Golden Hinde  
 

£13.00 Boarders 

Fri 6 May  Go-Karting Surbiton Raceway  
 

£25.00 Juniors  

Sun 8 May Hydrospeeding at Lee Valley £35.00 Boarders aged 14+ 
 

Sun 8 May Mountain Biking , Swinley 
Forest  
 

£18.00 Boarders 

Sun 22 May  
 

Chessington World of 
Adventures 
 

£28.00 (Y 3-6) 
£29.00 (Y 7-13) 

£10.00 Merlin Pass 
 

All Boarders 

Sun 26 June  
(From Sun 7 Feb) 

 

Harry Potter World  
 
*** 12 TICKETS AVAILABLE*** 
CLOSING DATE 16TH MARCH  
  
 

£24 (under 16) 
£31 (over 16) 

 

All 
 

Thu 30 June  
 

Wimbledon Championships 
(centre court & court 1) 
 

£50.00 Y7-Y13  

Thu 7 July  VARIOUS EXPLORE DAY TRIPS  
***Harry Potter World*** 

Extended deadline 16thMARCH 

VARIED  Y 7, 8 & 9  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

7 

 

 
Football from the Somme Visits the School  
 

It was one of the most poignant mementos of the First World War. On the morning of 1 

July 1916, the first day of the Battle of the Somme, soldiers from the 8th Battalion East 

Surrey Regiment, led by Captain Wilfred Percy 'Billie' Nevill, advanced over the top 

towards German trenches, kicking footballs as they went to help distract then from 

gunfire. 

 

Two of the balls were later retrieved from the battlefield and returned to England, one of 

which ended up as the centrepiece of exhibits in the basement of Clandon Park. On the 

ball marked 6 B (signifying the 6th Platoon B Company). 

 

Almost 100 years later, that testament to British courage was destroyed in the fire that 

gutted Clandon Park, the National Trust property where it was on display. The football 

was among hundreds of artefacts lost in the blaze that tore through the Grade I-listed 

Palladian mansion near Guildford, Surrey. 

 

After the devastating blaze, Colonel Patrick Crowley, Chief Executive of the South East 

Reserve Forces & Cadet Association (SE RFCA), and also a keen historian, 

commissioned a replica football to be made. Due to the nature and complexity of the task 

at hand, the ball was made in Asia. 

 

The new football has since arrived and has travelled all over the County. On Thursday 

3rd March, the football came to visit the Royal Alexandra and Albert School Army Cadet 

Force (ACF). The cadets were briefed on its history and were fascinated; they all felt 

honoured that they were able to get 'hands on' time with the ball. Some brave Cadets even 

bounced it! 

 

On Friday 1st July 2016, 100 years after the first day of the Battle of the Somme, 25 

teams will be taking part in a football competition to mark its anniversary. Surrey (PWRR 

Bn) ACF will be entering a team consisting of Instructors and senior cadets. 
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SENIOR SCHOOL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

National Enterprise Challenge  

 

Year 8 had spent the whole of Thursday working on ideas for a new outdoor activity as 

part of the National Enterprise Challenge.  Working in groups of six, they brainstormed 

ideas, produced a poster and worked out pricing.  The groups with the best ideas were 

invited to present their plans to a panel of judges and the rest of Year 8.   

 

The winning team had the idea of ‘The Countdown’ where people have to go through a 

maze and get past obstacles within a limited time.  They will take their idea to the 

national final which is being held in Kingswood Activity Centre in Yorkshire, in 

June.  Congratulations to the winning team and to all Year 8 who behaved impeccably 

during the day and impressed the NEC team with their innovative ideas.   
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 JUNIOR SCHOOL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Star of the Week 

Spring Term 

  Week 6 
3P Scarlett Madden For always being a helpful and kind member of the 

class. 

4M Kyle Thomas-

Williams 

For working hard to learn all of his lines in the 4M 

assembly.  

5C Jack Roberts For having a much improved approach towards all 

aspects of school life. 

5S Jake Bendall  Great effort and contribution in all lessons.  Well 

done.   

6L Matthew Bradburn For being a polite and sensible member of the class. 

6S Bubbles Baylie For being a polite and helpful member of the class. 

The Golden Book 

Spring Term 

Week 6 

Levi Dean 3P For brilliant work on difficult sums.  

Lucas Sprague  3P For excellent work on fronted adverbials.  

Yasmin Jones 4M For showing an improved engagement with written 

/ independent tasks in all subjects. 

Imogen Abrahams 4M For excellent work counting in decimals and 

recognising the place value of tenths and 

hundredths. 

Trisa Mutuku 5C For consistently working hard to improve her 

maths skills.   

Trinity Menyangbo 5C For drawing a beautiful parrot for our Rainforest 

display. 

Thomas Bickell  5S For a super newspaper report about Tuesday. 

William Dailly 5S For a great effort in numeracy all week. 

Tobenna Okoli 6S For contributing excellent ideas for out class 

story. Modelling how to up level sentences. 

Charlie Bye 6S For fantastic perseverance when solving ratio 

problems in maths. 

Issy Knight  6L For outstandingly accurate scale drawing in maths. 

Joe McCallion 6L For excellent work with ratio and proportion. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=star&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1143&bih=655&tbm=isch&tbnid=kwZLK66kUagmIM:&imgrefurl=http://www.sherrier.leics.sch.uk/starweek&docid=mmvQlfVtxs14XM&imgurl=http://www.sherrier.leics.sch.uk/Mainfolder/star.png&w=600&h=585&ei=9uKOT5z0HuOr0QXN19SDDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=224&sig=117030675560617780780&page=1&tbnh=121&tbnw=124&start=0&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:12,s:0,i:158&tx=73&ty=67
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=star&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1143&bih=655&tbm=isch&tbnid=kwZLK66kUagmIM:&imgrefurl=http://www.sherrier.leics.sch.uk/starweek&docid=mmvQlfVtxs14XM&imgurl=http://www.sherrier.leics.sch.uk/Mainfolder/star.png&w=600&h=585&ei=9uKOT5z0HuOr0QXN19SDDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=224&sig=117030675560617780780&page=1&tbnh=121&tbnw=124&start=0&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:12,s:0,i:158&tx=73&ty=67


 

 

10 

 

Junior School Book Week 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On Friday 4th March the junior school (both children and staff) transformed into book 
characters in celebration of World Book Day. Friday’s fancy dress parade was the 
culmination of a week’s work in literacy focussing on picture books.  
 

During book week we were visited by The West End in Schools Theatre Company who delivered 
an Inspiring Writing Workshop. This was a great opportunity for children to see how music and art 
can be used to inspire characters and settings.  
 
Yesterday, the children enjoyed a 
visit from Jackie Ahern who gave an 
assembly to the children on her new 
book, Bramblehill and the Corridors 
of Protection, The Dire Wolf 
Adventure. Jackie explained how 
she had always had a passion for 
books and reading and a lot of her 
inspiration and ideas had come 
from the places she had lived in and 
visited.  At the end of the assembly 
Jackie read excerpts from her book 
which the children loved. 
 

Finally, I am really proud to announce that the children raised an outstanding £447 to purchase 
books for our guided reading sessions as a result of their visits to the book fair, absolutely 
amazing!!! 
 
This was another successful book week and I would like to thank all children, staff, parents and 
guardians for the continued support you give to us. 
 
Hannah Clark 
Literacy Co-ordinator 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=reading+books&view=detailv2&&id=2E9E0FAB7C77E10A5C646E9BB465309E48AAC377&selectedIndex=0&ccid=2nFH/P99&simid=608055305746451915&thid=OIP.Mda7147fcff7de2cd4f54a843c100a7abo0
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SIXTHFORM 
 

 

Students Growing a GrowBox Business 

 

Building a business from scratch isn’t easy, especially if you’re a teenager. But a group of 

Sixth Form students at the Royal Alexandra and Albert School have given it a go.  

 

As part of the Young Enterprise Programme, twenty-one students are putting together 

businesses. 

 

The businesses they created are real businesses with legal responsibilities and public 

liability insurance. With the support of business advisor Neil Tubman, who is a small 

business owner in the software consultancy industry, students had to raise share capital, 

set up a business bank account, design and market their product, and eventually pay VAT 

and company tax.  

 

One of the companies created is ECOG. Savannah Foster (18), is the Managing Director 

of the company and explained what ECOG is all about “ECOG stands for Easy Compact 

Organic Gardening. We set out to create an environmentally friendly self-watering plant 

box that was aesthetically pleasing and a convenient method of growing vegetables and 

plants. In part, we wanted to promote healthy eating, but mainly we were looking for a 

way to give busy working people the opportunity to grow things easily. ” 

 

Every step in the creation of their business has been driven by teamwork. Savannah is 

part of a dedicated and enthusiastic team of eleven students who each have their own 

individual roles in making ECOG a success. The Operations Management department is 

made up of Joshua Cornelius and Joyce Ip, and it was from them that the original concept 

for a self-watering plant box, GrowBox, originated. 

 

Joshua, a Sixth Form boarder, said of the beginnings of the business, “I do Product 

Design as one of my A Levels and I had an idea for this box, which was originally much 

bigger. I put it to the group and we fine-tuned the idea until we arrived at a design that we 

were happy with.” 

 

Joshua built a prototype and, after conducting market research, things started coming 

together. Initially, the group had difficulties with time management, and a lot of effort 

was spent in making sure that the product functioned properly. Now, every aspect of the 

business is seen to, including finances, marketing, sales, human resources and 

information technology. So far they have managed to sell ten GrowBoxes, an 

accomplishment for a group of teenagers with no previous business experience.  

 

Students will have the opportunity to take part in local and regional Young Enterprise 

competitions, and will join a UK wide alumni network at the end of their project. 
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The Young Enterprise liaising teacher at the School is Allen Ernest, Head of Business 

Studies. He said of the project, “The group has weekly business meetings to work on their 

company and product. The amount of work they have put into building their business is a 

testament to how seriously they take being part of the Young Enterprise project. Being 

this involved in setting up a business has taught our students valuable communication and 

organisation skills, as well as helping them to further understand the financial obligations 

and legal liabilities of running a business. It has been a great success, not only because 

our students have created a very good product, but because they have got so much out of 

working together.”  
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Sobering Sixth Form esafety lecture  
 

Sixth Form students at the Royal Alexandra and Albert School are fairly internet-savvy but 

they had plenty of food for thought on Friday.  As part of its Sixth Form lecture programme 

the School invited Karl Hopwood from esaftey Ltd to talk to students about what can happen 

if things go wrong, and how they can prevent issues arising.   

 

Many students have been working hard on university applications and they learned how 

admissions tutors search the internet when they are making decisions about prospective 

candidates.  In the USA a startling 80% of admissions tutors use Facebook to check details of 

applicants.  Whilst the UK figure might be lower, many UK universities do use the internet to 

check on applicants.  As well as the main social media sites there are less obvious sites that 

recruiters can check, for example, it is possible to check which books have been bought on 

Amazon, or view an Amazon Wish List which is publically available.   

 

Mr Hopwood explained how employers will carry out internet searches to find out if there is 

anything in someone’s past that could bring their organisation into disrepute for example use 

of drugs or being drunk.  He gave the example of a student who, when he was aged 13, ‘liked’ 

a Facebook page about cannabis when competing with friends to see who could ‘like’ the most 

outrageous pages.  This ‘like’ is visible to potential employers and could give a very misleading 

impression of a person who has never actually tried any drugs.   

 

Interestingly, Mr Hopwood also pointed out that removing yourself from social media might 

not be the answer.  Apparently 35% of employers say they are less likely to interview a 

candidate who they can’t find online.   

 

Sixth Form student, Rebecca Lee said “It was a really interesting talk and made us think about 

reviewing our privacy settings, especially on mobile phones.  It also made us aware of 

situations we could put ourselves in and how to avoid giving a negative image online.”   
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Head of Sixth Form, Kate Ross said “This talk brought home to students how important it is 

that they use the internet and social media wisely.  It made them aware how university 

admissions tutors and employers use the internet to inform their decisions about who they will 

recruit.  I would like to thank Karl Hopwood for this very interesting and thought-provoking 

presentation and am sure many students will now be reviewing their online presence.” 

 

 

Mr Hopwood talking to a student after his esafety presentation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORTING SIXTH FORM ABSENCES 

If your child is absent from School, can you please ensure that you call the Sixth Form 

Administrator (01737 649174) or Attendance Officer (01737 649106) on the first day of absence 

and everyday thereafter that your child remains unwell/absent or you can email in an absence 

note to the Sixth Form Centre Administrator: sixthformadmin@gatton-park.org.uk or Mrs Alison 

Godden, Attendance Officer: attendanceofficer@gatton-park.org.uk. 

 

mailto:sixthformadmin@gatton-park.org.uk
mailto:attendanceofficer@gatton-park.org.uk
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