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THE GATTON ASSOCIATION 

Chairman’s Welcome 

Dear Members,  

Welcome to our summer edition of the newsletter. 

Firstly, it is my sad duty to announce the passing of Maurice 
Carlile Orme, born 21st February 1935. He passed away on 
Friday 19th June. Maurice attended The Royal Albert School 
from 1941-1950. His funeral was held at Portchester Cremato-
rium Hampshire on Wednesday 6th July at 10.30am. May I pass 
on our condolences and sympathy to his family and friend’s at 
this very sad time. 

 

 

Maurice Orme R.A.S. 1941- 1950 

Newsletter Edition: Summer 2011   

Chairman: Phil Wade  

President: Ray Davies  

News Editor: Chas Bailey 

Contact E-Mail: gatton.association@gmail.com  

All the Albert lads who knew Maurice will be joining June and myself with a feeling of deep sad-
ness on hearing the news of his death. 

He was a bright lad with a roguish sense of humour. He was also very Independent and self con-
tained, often seen with his head in a book sitting in a corner of the undercover. 

He was a member of Sturdee House named after an Admiral Sturdee whose bust rested on the 
mantelpiece of a fireplace in the dormitory (the fire long defunct since there was no heating in 
Collingwood Court above the ground floor). 

Maurice was renowned for spinning out (the traditional term for chatter after lights out, which of 
course was not aloud!) Maurice produced untold stories of Admiral Sturdee’s activities at sea and 
finally about his ghost. What a pity they were not recorded for posterity.  
 
On behalf of all those who had the pleasure of knowing Maurice our condolences to his family and 
all his friends. 
 

Continuation on page 2 

Official Website: THEGATTONASSOCIATION.COM 



2  

 

THE GATTON ASSOCIATION PAGE 2 

Ray Davis - GA President  
 
P.S. How about his contemporaries sharing some of 
their sharing some of their Recollections of spin-
ning out or simply life at Collingwood Court. I en-
joyed Andrew Head’s account of a steady hand 
when distributing early morning tea to staff at the 
Royal Albert School! 

 
Come on lads give it a go. 

Ray. 

— Continuation of Chairman’s Welcome — 

We had Founders Day on 8th May and enjoyed a 
good turnout of ‘Old Scholars’. This was due to a 
combination of the annual Challenge Football 
Match between the School Staff and Old Boys and 

the farewell gathering for Benny Jones who is retir-

ing at the end of summer term. A good time was 
had by all that attended. 
The Old boys managed to get an early lead, but 

Positions Name 

President: Ray Davies 

Chairman: Phil Wade 

Secretary: Peter Page 

Treasurer: Ray Davies 

Membership 

Secretary: 

Michelle Ellis 

Publicity Officers: Phil Wade 

Alicia Edwards 

Board of Governors 

& Ex-Scholar: 

John Billingham  

 

Archivist:  Position Vacant 

Merchandising: Michelle Ellis 

Events  

Co-ordinator: 

Position Vacant 

News Editor:  

E-Mail: 

Phone: 

Chas Bailey 

chasbailey@hotmail.co.uk 

020 8648 7274 

Assist - News Editor:  Andrew Bailey 

Vice Chair: Alicia Edwards 

Committee MembersCommittee MembersCommittee MembersCommittee Members    

were pegged back by the School team. This was the pattern for the whole of the match, and the 

match ended in a draw at 3-3. The match was decided by a penalty shoot out. Like all good 
matches, the Old Boys emulated England by losing 8-6 after penalties. I would like to thank all the 
players of both teams for giving a sterling performance on a pleasant sunny Sunday afternoon. Con-
gratulation too must go out to Chris Turner, who has played since the inception of the Founders 

Day Challenge in 1994 to the present match, and has only missed around 4 matches due to injury. 
Chris is now in his 60’s and has retired from full time teaching but still teaches part time. Hope to 
see him again next year. 

Congratulations to the School Staff team for a very spirited performance, their third successive win 
in this annual event. Hope to see you all again next year, but with a change of result. 

Come on girls, let’s do it. The ‘Old Girls’ have voiced their concerns that they don’t get a chance to 
compete with the school, so if you are interested in challenging the school in a match of netball, 

rounders or anything, please contact us with your suggestions and if you can pull together a team 
of your peers even better. We will arrange the match to be held on Founders Day next year. Please 
contact us (details below). I look forward to hearing from you, and I’m sure the school will relish 
the chance to pit their skills with you. Alicia Edwards will be the co-ordinator for the Association. 
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Open Afternoon. We are holding an open afternoon for ‘Old Scholar’ on Sunday 25th September 
2011, to come and visit the school to be shown around the new 6th form extensions to Alexandra 
and Kent houses. You will have a chance of looking around the site at all the changes that have 
been made to the school to enable it to achieve its future goals and expansion plans. During your 
visit you will have a member of the school take you around. If you do attend, the School has ex-
tended an invitation to you to partake of brunch in the dining hall between 11.45 and 1.00. In the 
afternoon at 2.30 we will be holding our AGM which should last about an hour, so if you are visit-
ing, please spend some of your time with us in the Ballroom in Gatton Hall. The meeting will 
start around 2.30 and should be over by 3.30. We look forward to seeing you. Please contact me 
if you have any queries. Contact details below. 

New Vice President. The new post of Vice President is being brought to the Executive Commit-
tee. The post is being introduced so that the committee can become stronger and more diverse in 
its outlook and a more focused direction for the future. The Committee has offered this post to 
Benny Jones who has graciously accepted. Benny will work alongside of our President Ray Davies. 

Ray has just recently reached the young age of 85 and has been associated with the school in one 
form or another from his time at The Royal Albert School in the 1940s, through the amalgamation 
with the Alexandra Orphanage in 1949/50 through to the present day school. Ray has around 60 
years of service with the School and Association. Ray is very pleased and enthusiastic to welcome 
Benny as Vice President so that the duties can be shared. 

Benny has been with the school since 1976, and in that time he has seen many changes within the 
school, and many children pass through. With Rays 60 years and Bennys’ 35 years, you can see 
there is a wealth of experience between them that the Association can call upon. The Association 
is pleased to have the opportunity to capitalise on the experience and relationships with the 
school and children to enable a prolonged and progressive future for the Association. The Com-
mittee is pleased and happy to welcome Benny to our ranks and look forward to a long and fruit-
ful relationship. 

 

Amendment to ‘The Gatton Association Rules’. 

Over the years there have been a few changes that have taken place in the running and function of 
the Association, and we have not made these changes to our rules. The last time the rules were 
amended was 1st January 2002. We now need to update the rule and show the changes which 
have since taken place. These changes in the most part are minor, but we the committee have 
agreed that the changes need to be made and we are announcing our intention, and are posting 
the proposed changes to the membership for ratification as per rule 10 of ‘Rules of Association 
and Membership of The Gatton Association’. These changes are to be ratified at the AGM on 25th 
September 2011 at 2.30 in the ballroom in Gatton Hall. If you cannot attend in person, your 
postal vote will be counted along with those in attendance, so if you want to be heard regarding 

(Continued on page 4) 



4  

 

PAGE 4 THE GATTON ASSOCIATION 

the proposed changes, please reply to me at 18b Gladding Road, Manor Park, London E12 5DD 
or email me at gattonassociation@gmail.com. Your opinion counts, please take time to make your 
vote count by sending back your acceptance of each rule change, signified with a tick or cross 
against each change.  Thank you for your support in this matter. 

All the best to you all, 

Phil Wade 

 
Please vote to accept the changes by putting a tick in the box or a cross to reject the changes. 

 

Proposed changes are as follow; 

Rule 3 Existing:                MEMBERSHIP 

There are four categories of membership; Life, Full, Associate, and Honorary. 

(A) LIFE MEMBERSHIP – Ceased to be offered as an option on 30th September 1985, as voted upon at the 
1985 AGM held on 29th September 1985. All existing holders retain their full Life Membership status. 

(B) FULL MEMBERSHIP – Full membership of the Association shall be open to all persons who have received 
education at the above Schools together with current or previous House and teaching Staff. 

(C) ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP – The Parents and Guardians of former scholars together with the Partners of 
current Association members, may apply for Associate membership, together with other persons desiring 
membership, who the Committee consider have helped the School or the Association. Such persons may be 
elected by majority vote of the Committee. 

(D) HONORARY MEMBERSHIP – Awarded by the majority decision of the Committee to persons offering 
exceptional services in the pursuit of the Objectives of the Association. 

 
 
 
Rule 3 Proposed:          MEMBERSHIP 
 

All categories of membership have been merged into Life membership following the abolishing 
of subscription fees on 31st December 2001. All new members will be granted Life membership. 
Membership of the Association shall be open to any and all persons who have received educa-
tion at any of the above Schools together with past and present Staff. Membership will be 
granted upon receipt of a completed Gatton Association registration form or online at the 
Schools website at http://www.raa-school.co.uk/old_scholars.asp. By registering for membership you 
are accepting and agreeing to abide by the rules of the Association. There is no charge for mem-
bership to the Association. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Rule 4.                REGISTRATION (as from 1st January 2002) 

Existing:        (a) Under Rule 3 any class of member may join the Association by completing the appropriate  
                            membership form. (Subscriptions Rates were abolished on 31st December 2001). 

Proposed:   (a) Under Rule 3 qualifying applicants may join the Association by completing  
                            the appropriate registration form. All new members will be given free  
                            Life Membership.                                                                                                                   ���� 

Existing:        (b) Satisfactory completion of the Appropriate Membership form means that the member  
                            agrees and consents to be bound by these Rules. 

Proposed:   (b) The satisfactory completion of the Association registration form by any  
                             applicant confirms acceptance and consents to be bound by the  
                             Association Rules.                                                                                                                 ���� 

Existing:        (d) The Secretary/Membership Co-ordinator shall maintain a full record of the Registered  
                            Members details. In Accordance with the Data Protection Act and any subsequent amendments. 

Proposed:   (d) The Membership Co-ordinator shall keep a full record of membership  
                             maintained in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998 and any  
                             subsequent amendments.                                                                                                    ����    

    

    

Rule 5.                 OFFICIALS: 

Existing;         (a) The Executive Committee of the Association shall consist of up to twelve  
                             members with voting rights. 

               1. President, 2. Chair, 3. Vice Chair, 4. Secretary, 5. Treasurer, 6. Membership Co-ordinator,  
               7. Newsletter Editor, 8. Publicity, 9. Merchandising , 10. Archivist, 11 & 12 Committee Members. 

               Ex Officio (non-voting) – Governors’ Representative, Headmaster and Teachers Representative(s),  
               Foundation Secretary. 

               The current Head Boy and Girl may attend committee Meetings by invitation. 

 

Proposed;    (a) The Executive Committee of the Association shall consist of up to thirteen mem-
bers and four Ex Officio members eligible to vote 

               1. President, 2. Vice President, 3. Chair, 4. ViceChair, 5. Secretary, 6. Treasurer,  
               7. Membership Co-ordinator, 8. Newsletter Editor, 9. Publicity, 10. Merchandising,  
               11. Archivist, 12 & 13 Committee Members. 

               Ex Officio members; Governors’ Representative, Headmaster, Foundation Secretary and 
               Teachers Representative. 

 
 

Continued to page 6 
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The voting rights of the Ex Officio members can be reviewed by the Executive Committee if deemed necessary, 
and in certain circumstances voting rights may be rescinded. At no time will the Ex Officio voters be allowed to 
outnumber the Executive Committee voters in any matters related to The Gatton Association. This maintains the 
independence of The Gatton Association, but at the same time enhances and promotes a close working relation-
ship between the Association and the School.                                                                                                         ���� 

The current Head Boy and Girl may attend committee Meetings by invitation. 

Existing:      (b) All Elected Members shall be elected annually at the AGM. 

Proposed: (b) All Elected Members shall step down at the annual AGM and may stand for  
                           re-election.                                                                                                                                 ���� 

Existing:      (c) The Executive Committee shall appoint from the above such Sub-Committee as shall be decreed  
                          necessary. The Chair, Treasurer/Secretary shall be ex-officio members of all Sub-Committees. 

Proposed: (c) The Executive Committee shall appoint from the above such Sub-Committee as  
                           shall be necessary. The Chair, Treasurer, or Secretary shall be ex-officio  
                           members of all Sub-Committees.                                                                                          ���� 

RULE 6.            THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (EC) 

Existing:      (e) The EC may hold a meeting at any time, but in any case shall hold a minimum of four each year,  
                           the AGM to count as one, and the others at approximately three monthly intervals. 

Proposed: (e) The EC may hold a meeting at any time, but in any case shall hold a minimum  
                           of three each year, the AGM to count as one, and the others at intervals  
                           deemed appropriate.                                                                                                              ���� 

 
Rule 7.               GENERAL MEETINGS OF MEMBERS 

Existing:      (b) Eight members present shall form a Quorum at General Meetings. 

Proposed: (b) Five members present shall form a Quorum at General Meetings.                             ���� 

Existing:            AGM shall after the opening remarks of the Chair; 

                    (g)  4. Receive an audited account of the finances by the treasurer. 

Proposed:          AGM shall after the opening remarks of the Chair; 

                    (g)  4. Receive an independent account of the finances by the Treasurer.                      ���� 

Existing:      (g)  8. Elect an auditor. 

Proposed: (g) 8. Elect an Independent accounts assessor/evaluator.                                                   ����    

    

Continued to page 7 
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Rule 8. ACCOUNTS. 

Existing; The Treasurer shall be responsible for the funds of the Association and shall keep a banking account for 
all monies received and paid on behalf of the Association and present an Audited Statement of income and Expen-
diture to the AGM. All cheques drawn shall bear two signatures of either the under mentioned:- the Chair, the 
Treasurer and/or the Secretary. 

Proposed; The Treasurer shall be responsible for the funds of the Association and shall keep a 
banking account for all monies received and paid on behalf of the Association and present an 
independently reviewed Statement of income and Expenditure to the AGM. All cheques drawn 
shall bear the signatures of any two of the authorised under mentioned signatories:- the Chair, 
Secretary or Treasurer.                                                                                                                                    ���� 

Rule 10.             ALTERATION OF RULES. 

Existing;       (d) The Secretary shall be responsible for publishing in the Newsletter a summary of the decision  
                            and proceedings of the Executive Committee. 

Proposed; (d) The Chairman or Secretary shall be responsible for publishing in the Newsletter a  
                           summary of the decision and proceedings of the Executive Committee.                ����  
 
 
Contact details gattonassociation@gmail.com by phone 07903 192989 by post; 
 
Phil Wade 18b Gladding Road, Manor Park, London E12 5DD. Please include your name and address on your 
reply when sending in your vote. 

I look forward to hearing your opinions and feelings regarding these changes.  
 
Regards Phil Wade 

Dates for your diary:  AGM 25th Sept 2011 @2.30 in Gatton Hall 

 

The Gatton Association Official Website 
http://www.thegattonassociation.com 

 
It was mentioned some AGM’s ago that the Gatton Association should have a website built to  
cater for all the old scholars to have access to wide ranges of information and online features,  
Such as;  Past/Present Newsletters, History, Committee Members, Forums, Contacts etc.  

It is hoped that the old scholars who have access to a computer can participate by registering and  
using the website as it is for everyone that would like to take an interest in the Association. 

The website is being created and provided by www.hostingalerts.com, which is operated by  
Andrew Bailey (Assistant New Editor).  
 
Thank you Andrew for all your dedicated work for the Gatton Association.   
 
Chas Bailey: News Editor 
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HEADMASTER’S LETTER 

 

Yesterday was the last day of another busy school year. All the pupils have gone home and the 
school is uncharacteristically quiet. It will be quieter than usual this summer as we will not be 
having a summer school during the holidays. This is because of the next phase of building works 
which includes the expansion of the dining hall and the extension to Cornwall House. As pupil 
numbers have grown it has become harder to provide lunch for every child during the limited 
lunch time so we are adding another servery and additional seating in the Dining Hall. 

 

The school remains as popular as ever and demand for places is high – we not only have waiting 
lists for day places, but also for boarding. It was good to welcome pupils who are due to start next 
term to their ‘Induction Day’ last week. For boarders it was not only a day visit, but also a sleep-
over. Each year, the night before Induction Day, all our current boarders move up to their new 
dorm/house for one night and the new boarders come and stay in their new house for a night. 
This gives them an opportunity to meet the people they will be boarding with from September 
and will help to dispel any worries they might have about starting a new school as a boarder. All 
the pupils seemed to enjoy themselves and went home looking forward to joining the school after 
the summer holiday. 

 

It was good to see some Old Scholars at the Founder’s Day Service which was held on 8th May. I 
was pleased to welcome Mrs Hilary Moriarty, the National Director of the Boarding Schools As-
sociation, who is a great supporter of State Boarding Schools. Hilary gave an excellent address 
during the service and awarded prizes to senior pupils. 

 

As ever, at the end of as school year we have had to say some farewells and one of these was to 
Benny Jones. Much has been said about Benny’s contribution to this school in the last newsletter 
and this one, suffice to say that he leaves this school with all our best wishes and we wish him a 
long and happy retirement. 

 

Paul D Spencer Ellis 
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Cycling winners meet Lord Coe 

In May the Year 7 mountain bike team from the Royal Alexandra and Albert School met Lord Coe 
when he visited Box Hill which will be the venue for one of the Olympic cycling events in 2012.  
 
The youngsters had been selected to meet Lord Coe because, a few weeks earlier on Tuesday 3rd 
May, they had won the British Cycling/Surrey Schools mountain bike competition. This involved 
the team of three boys and three girls in a number of events including an uphill challenge, down-
hill challenge, team relay and mass-start events. 
The team’s scores were aggregated and medals 
awarded at the end of the day. They beat seven 
other schools to take the gold medals.  
 
Teacher, Ian Rowe, commented “The team did 
really well in the mountain bike competition and 
were delighted when they won the gold medal. 
Meeting Lord Coe made their achievement even 
more special. At Box Hill today, Lord Coe spent 
some time talking to the children and showed a 
real interest in cycling.”  

 
 
DT meets Grand Prix 

Pupils were presented with some mind boggling 
motor sports facts at the Royal Alexandra and Al-
bert School on Tuesday 3rd May. Racing driver, 
Tom Gaymor, from Go Motorsport came to the 
school to talk to pupils about the various ways 
they can become involved with motor sport, ei-
ther as a career, a participant or spectator. Pupils 
were enthralled as he explained how every aspect 
of a motor racing is measured and managed in 
great detail including the various sensors placed 
on every piece of the car and the way the driver’s 
diet is managed. 
 
During the talk, pupils saw pieces from a racing 
car and learned how technology played a part in 
the development of specialist light-weight materials that can stand the stresses and strains of  

motor racing. Tom also brought along a seat used by Formula One driver, Mark Webber. Pupils 
were astounded to learn about the extreme conditions that racing drivers experience, from the 

(Continued on page 10) 
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50 degree heat in the cockpit, to the effect of the ‘g-force’ which makes every movement in the 
car require top physical fitness.  
 
Pupils are already getting experience of motor sport on a smaller scale as the school is building a 
kit car to compete in the Formula 24 championship organised by Greenpower. Greenpower is an 
organisation that promotes engineering as a rewarding career to anyone aged 9-25, while also fo-
cusing on sustainability, teamwork and the community. Chris Baker comments, “It would be great 
if local businesses could become involved as we are looking for sponsors for our racing car.” 14 
year old Kayan Patel, who attended the motor sport talk and is also helping to build the kit car 
said, “The talk was very informative and gave a new perspective on motor sport.” 

 
June - In-house horse spectacular 

Horse riding enthusiasts at the Royal Alexandra and Albert School are sowing the seeds of future 
show-jumping success with their own in-house show-jumping competition.  
 
Stable Manager Irini Economou and Year 13 pupil Tarryn Poole organised a series of show-
jumping competitions over a 4 week period for the 10 pupils who make up the School’s show-
jumping team. Each Wednesday evening, from 4.00-6.30pm, the pupils aged 8 to 16, were timed 
as they completed a series of jumps in the School’s outdoor riding school.  
 
Each week’s competition was sponsored by local businesses - The Shed in Reigate, Country Pie 
Limited, Littleton Manor Equestrian Centre and architect Chris Purnell. A prize was awarded to 
each week’s winner and on the last Wednesday, rosettes were awarded by the Bursar, Diana Brom-
ley and Headmaster, Paul Spencer Ellis. The two pupils who performed best over the four week 
period were, Dannielle Searle (15) and Samantha Beaney (15) and they each won a 3-day Show 
Jumping Clinic with top trainer Ernest Dillon. 
 
Tarryn Poole commented “This competition was an enjoyable way for the School’s show-jumpers 
to get more experience and knowl-
edge of jumping. This is good prepa-
ration for when we compete in com-
petitions with other schools. It’s the 
first time we have had an event like 
this but I am sure we will have many 
more in the future.” Tarryn is about 
to complete her A Levels at the 
school and one of these is Horse 
Management. Her next step is to get 
an apprenticeship, become an in-
structor and ultimately to have her 
own yard. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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To order email us stating which DVD(s) you would like, or write to the  

Gatton Association. reunion_2008@hotmail.co.uk 



12  

 

PAGE 12 THE GATTON ASSOCIATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



14  

 

Registration Form 

 

Please only complete this form if you are a new registrant or have any change in your contact details  

 

Gatton Association  Registration Form 
 

First Names:……………………  Surname:……………………  Former Name:………………………. 

 

Address: ………………………………………………….……….………………………………………… 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Town:…………………………….………. County……………..……..     Postcode:…..…………… 

 

Country:…………..……………………… 

 

Home Phone:………………………. …..   Work Phone:………………….    Mobile:……………………  

 

Email Address:………………………………………………………….…………. 

 

Please remember to keep us informed of Postal or Email Address changes or our correspondence 

will not reach you. 

 

School Location attended (tick as appropriate):  

 

� Gatton Park     � Maitland     � Bishopswood     � Elmcroft     � Duxhurst     � Bedford     
 

� Camberley � Other (please state) …………………….……………………….………………………….. 
 

Last House(s) attended:                       …………………………………………………………………………. 

Years attended: From:            /               /                        To:             /              / 
 
 
Person(s) wishing to become an associate member will need to provide tentative proof of their connection with 
an old scholar who attended the school(s).  Or how they assist the Gatton Association.  
Register online or via post. 

 
If you would prefer to receive Newsletters etc. by Email please tick the here:    ����    

 

Please return completed Registration Form to the Membership Co-ordinator: 

MICHELLE ELLIS Via Helen Pollard 

Royal Alexandra & Albert School, Gatton Park, Reigate, Surrey, United Kingdom,RH2 0TD 

Main Switchboard (044) 01737 649 000 

Or 

EMAIL :      GATTON .ASSOCIATION@GMAIL .COM 
 

If you have any comments or suggestions you would like to pass back to us,  
please do so via Michelle Ellis at the address above. 


